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Thingamajigs announces the
Pacific Exchange Concert Series

Who: Thingamajigs

What: Pacific Exchange Concert Series

Where: 21 Grand, Oakland

When: April 3", 2010

Tickets: $15 General / $10 Students/Seniors (no one turned away for
lack of funds)

Reservations: (510) 444-1322 or reserve(@thingamajigs.org

For more information: 510-418-3447 or people@thingamajigs.org

March 1, Oakland. The Pacific Exchange concert series brings composers and
performers from diverse areas of the Pacific Rim together in order to exchange ideas and
create music on a single concert stage. Thingamajigs created this event to emphasize the
commonalities of artists living on the Pacific Rim, as well as to showcase their diversity.

The Pacific Exchange concerts have exhibited the music of composers from Japan,
Korea, and the United States. The performance group tov, Megumi Matsuhashi, Jon
Brummit, Jean Ann, Kiyoshi Suzuki, Ji-yoon Chun, Shizuka Takeuchi, Tomoko Sogabe,
Akiko Hasegawa, and Niji Ito are just a few of the artists that have been featured by this
series.

This is the first Pacific Exchange concert held in the USA and we will host Japan's
ADACHI Tomomi along with Laetitia Sonami, Judy Halebsky, Dylan Bolles, Suki
O'Kane, and Edward Schocker.

Artists involved:

ADACHI Tomomi is a performer/composer, sound poet, instrument builder and
installation artist. Known for his versatile style, he has performed improvised music and
contemporary works by John Cage, Cornelius Cardew, etc. all over the world including
Tate Modern, Centre Pompidou, Merkin Hall, STEIM, Experimental Intermedia,
Melbourne International Arts Festival and Flanders Festival. He has made several sound
installations and original instruments (e.g."Tomomin", his hand made electric instrument



is familiar with many musicians). Also he directed Japanese premiere of John Cage's
"Europera5" in 2007.

Adachi will present his improvisational works that focus on self-made electronic/acoustic
instruments and interfaces including his well-known tupperware instruments and infrared
sensor shirt.

Judy Halebsky's book of poems Sky=FEmpty won the 2009 New Issues Poetry Prize from
New Issues Poetry & Prose. Since doing her MFA in Creative Writing at Mills College,
she has worked collaboratively with Thingamajig artists writing text for performance.
Residencies at the MacDowell Colony and the Millay Colony as well as a grant from the
Canada Council for the Arts have supported her work. Originally from Halifax, Nova
Scotia, she studies Japanese literature at Hosei University in Tokyo on a MEXT
fellowship. For the Pacific Exchange series, she will read poems from her new book that
explore issues of language and translation between Japanese and English.

Laetitia Sonami is a composer, performer, and sound installation artist who was born in
France and settled in the United States in 1975 to pursue her interest in the emerging field
of electronic music. She studied with Eliane Radigue, Joel Chadabe, Robert Ashley and
David Behrman.

Sonami’s work combines text, music and "found sound" from the world, in compositions
which have been described as "performance novels. Her signature instrument, the Lady's
Glove, is fitted with a vast array of sensors which track the slightest motion of her
enigmatic dance: with it Sonami can create performances where her movements can
shape the music and in some instances visual environments. The lady’s glove has become
a fine instrument which challenges notions of technology and virtuosity. Sonami’s sound
installations combine audio and kinetic elements embedded in ubiquitous objects such as
light bulbs, rubber gloves, bags and more recently toilet plungers. She collects electrical
wire and embroids them in walls.

Dylan Bolles, Suki O’Kane, and Edward Schocker make up the nucleus of a new
ensemble that combines traditional Eastern sensibilities with modern American
technologies and performance practices. Creating pieces in a group collaborative process
that sometimes incorporate voice and additional instruments, this ensemble of musicians
expands and contracts within each performance situation.

History and Mission Statement:

Thingamajigs began in 1997 at Mills College. Originally conceived as a forum for
composers/performers who develop new and unique ways of producing sound, it soon
broke out of the college environment and into a large public offering. As of 2004 a
permanent board of was created, by which many events in addition to the Annual Music
for People & Thingamajigs Festival are produced. In addition to our annual festival



Thingamajigs offers a variety of arts, educational, and cross-cultural events such as The
Pacific Exchange Series, Thingama-kids!, and various artist exchange programs.

Our mission is to develop and nurture the exploration of alternate materials and methods
of creating sound, as well as promote collaborative efforts within other artistic disciplines
not generally associated with festivals of music. With open workshops and performances,
we welcome audiences/participants of all ages and backgrounds to join in a wonderful
tradition started here in the Bay Area by such composers as Henry Cowell, Harry Partch,
Lou Harrison, and John Cage.

*This event is supported in part through Subito, the quick advancement gran program of
the San Francisco Bay Area Chapter of the American Composers Forum.
**Adachi's performance is supported in part by the Asian Cultural Council.
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